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out and either helping the 
people on the ground below you 
when you’re flying or helping 
out your allies to complete the 
missions of the country,” said 
Bentley.

Acceptance into the elite 
training program is par for 
the course for Bentley, who 
graduated from the Academy 
in May 2017 having earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Systems 
Engineering with a focus in 
Aeronautical Engineering.

Furthermore, Bentley 
made Dean’s  Lis t  every 
semester at the Academy, 
all while being one of nine 
students from his class selected 
as a member of the prestigious 
USAFA Competition Flying 
Team.

“You make some of the 
best friends you have in your 
life at the Academy,” said 
Bentley. “I was on the Flying 
Team while I was there, and I 
hung out with them probably 90 
percent of my time during the 
week or on the weekends.

“It’s really those bonds 
that you form – they push you 
to achieve goals, and you push 
them, and they always have 
your back no matter what.”

Added Bentley: “A lot 
of the people I know here (at 

Tsali Bentley II as a cadet in the U.S. Air Force Academy, pictured 
here with the USAFA Cadet Chapel in the background.

ENJJPT) were with me at the 
Academy on my team, and 
they still are pushing me to be 
the absolute best I can be. It’s a 
little friendly competition, but 
at the end of the day, everyone 
has each other’s backs in 
wanting to succeed.”

After graduating from 
the Academy, Bentley did two 
months of sightseeing in the 
Pacific, then went to work at 
the USAFA airfield scheduling 
flights for six months before 
reporting to Sheppard AFB in 
January to begin preparation 
for ENJJPT.

I t ’s  b e e n  a  l o n g , 
ambitious road for Bentley, 
who has enjoyed numerous 
successes locally and abroad 
over the years, reflecting his 
innate ability to excel in any 
endeavor.

In his Union County 
days, he earned the rank of 
Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts 
of America leading up to his 
ninth-grade year, before going 
on to experience four banner 
years at Union County High that 
culminated in his graduation as 
Class of 2013 Valedictorian.

During his high school 
career, Bentley was also the 
overall state winner of the 
Atlanta Falcons’ Warrick Dunn 

Captain in the Community 
Award in 2012; played starting 
quarterback for the football 
team for three years; was a star 
member of the baseball team; 
served in a variety of student 
leadership roles; and more.

On the  morning of 
his high school graduation, 
hours before delivering the 
Valedictory Address to his 
fellow Union County graduates, 
Bentley completed the training 
to earn his private pilot’s license 
under the guidance of Instructor 
Pilot Stephen Thompson at the 
Blairsville Municipal Airport.

This was especially 
fitting, considering Bentley 
had decided his senior year 
to pursue a postsecondary 
education at the Air Force 
Academy, to which he’d 
received an appointment after 
being nominated by then-U.S. 
Sen. Saxby Chambliss and U.S. 
Rep. Tom Graves.

His options were many, 
however, as he had also received 
an appointment to the United 
States Military Academy at 
West Point, was on the waiting 
list for the United States Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, and had 
acceptances from four colleges, 
including the University of 
Georgia and the Georgia 
Institute of Technology.

And now, 2nd Lt. Bentley 
is a year and a half away from 
achieving yet another amazing 
milestone in a long line of 
accomplishments, as he proves 
once more that he is a young 

man possessed of both a fierce 
determination and a strong 
sense of duty.

The bottom line is this – 
Union County and the nation 
can rest easier at night knowing 
that people like Bentley are 

protecting America and her 
allies from the very real forces 
of evil in the world.

“I’d like to say thank 
you to the community for all 
of the support that they’ve 
given me,” said Bentley. “After 
graduation (last year), we had a 
get-together with some people 
in the community, and the 
turnout for that was unreal.

“I greatly appreciate 
everyone’s support, and I look 
forward to making them proud 
one day.”

Tsali D. Bentley II is the 
son of Tsali and Jacque Bentley, 
and the grandson on his father’s 
side of U.S. Army Air Corps Lt. 
Melvin D. Bentley, who was 
a B-24 bomber pilot during 

loving husband, father, brother 
and grandfather.

In his spare time, he 
enjoyed farming and raising 
cattle.

Surviving Poteete are his 
loving wife and best friend of 
60 years, Barbara Davenport 
Poteete; son and daughter-in-
law Larry and Stacey Poteete; 
son and daughter-in-law Terry 
and LuAnn Poteete; and son 
Jim Poteete.

Also surviving him 

are brother Wallace Poteete; 
brother and sister-in-law Bobby 
and Sharon Poteete; brother and 
sister-in-law Jimmy and Cathy 
Poteete; sister Betty Davenport; 
sister and brother-in-law Shirley 
and Butch Garrett; and sister 
Barbara Poteete; along with 
six grandchildren and several 
nieces, nephews, and many 
other relatives and friends.

Funeral services for 
Poteete were held on June 10 at 
the Mountain View Chapel with 
Rev. Larry Weaver officiating.

The North Georgia Honor 
Guard carried out Military 
Honors for  Poteete,  and 
Masonic Rites were conducted 
by the Dooly Masonic Lodge 
#367.

Mountain View Funeral 
Home of Blairsville was in 
charge of the arrangements.

Read Billy Poteete’s full 
obituary inside the pages of this 
week’s newspaper.

There will be a regional 
board meeting of the Moun-
tain Regional Library system 
at Mountain Regional Public 
Library, Young Harris, Com-
munity Room, Wednesday, 
June 13 at 2. p.m. All library 
board meetings are open to the 
public. 

Library
Board meeting
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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coveringsi i i iest in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009
Text 40691 & enter Keyword: blinds

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

*Ask about our locals discount. 
Advance reservations required. 

Combine the beauty of the 
mountains with a complete 

horseback experience 

Horse   Camp 
Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales

154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225

Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net

Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUB

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com

20 Years Experience 

Local & Regional

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, Large 

Empty Lot Mowing / Garden Tilling, 
Lawn Seeding (Till & Seed Now for 2018!)

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

DRIVERS WANTED
WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR QUALIFIED DRIVERS TO MAKE 

. THEIR NEW HOME.

706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 
Tank Repair & Install, Pressure 
Washing, Staining, Painting. 

Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

5593 US Hwy 64W, Murphy, NC 28906

www.timberwoodmtn.com

Mountain Homes, Lands, 
and Investment Properties

Jim Story

Office: 828-837-0424
Cell: 352-299-0543
Res: 706-400-5723

jim@timberwoodmtn.com

Timberwood
Mountain Realty

We have NON-OBAMACARE
Health Insurance Plans 

Confused? Get the Answers
Contact Tom Taylor of the 

Taylor Insurance Group • Blairsville, GA
 770-298-9161

Please take time to get the answers that your family needs about your 
coverage.  Join us over coffee to review all the options available to 

you and ensure your doctors, hospitals and prescriptions are covered 
by your plan.  We will work 12 months a year and prove 

“We Do What Others Promise.”
We have Medicare Supplements and Advantage plans 

for those turning 65 in 2018!
Who is Tom Taylor?

Tom has been in the insurance business 36 years since his medical 
retirement from the US Army as a LTC.  He has numerous awards, such 
as LUTCF, LILI AIA, Lifeleaders of GA & SC, Instructor for new agents.  

His awards for the Army include Silver Star, Bronze Stars, 
Meritorious Service Medals, Army Commendation Medals, Combat 

Infantry Badge, Airborne Wings, Air Crew Wings, Air Medal, Meritorious 
Unit Award, Good Conduct Medal, Reservest National Guard 
Achievement Medal and National Defense Medal recipient.

Live Oak Professional 
Lawn Care 

A complete Lawn Care Company 
Licensed & Insured 

 
Call us Today for a Free Estimate 

706-400-0033 or 828-557-0612 

World War II.
Bentley credits much of 

his success to the unwavering 
support of his family over 
the years, especially of his 
sister Morgan, and he keeps in 
regular contact with loved ones 
via group phone calls.

H e  r e t u r n e d  h o m e 
briefly to attend the May 28 
funeral services of his maternal 
grandmother, the beloved 
Jo Gray George of Union 
County.

Two F-16s flew directly 
overhead during her graveside 
service, and it seemed to the 
family that Jo George was 
getting her own personal 
flyover.


